
CULTURE, HERITAGE AND LIBRARIES COMMITTEE

Tuesday, 9 July 2019 

Minutes of the meeting of the Culture, Heritage and Libraries Committee held at 
Committee Rooms, 2nd Floor, West Wing, Guildhall on Tuesday, 9 July 2019 at 2.00 

pm

Present

Members:
Graham Packham (Chairman)
Deputy Wendy Hyde (Deputy Chairman)
Munsur Ali
Deputy John Bennett
Peter Bennett
Deputy David Bradshaw
Mary Durcan
Anne Fairweather
Caroline Haines
Graeme Harrower
Deputy Tom Hoffman (Chief Commoner)

Ann Holmes
Alderman Robert Howard
Alderman Alastair King
Andrew Mayer
Jeremy Mayhew
Wendy Mead
Sylvia Moys
Barbara Newman
Judith Pleasance
Deputy Richard Regan
Mark Wheatley

In Attendance

Officers:
Chloe Rew - Town Clerk's Department
Alistair MacLellan - Town Clerk's Department
Peter Lisley - Assistant Town Clerk/Culture Mile Director
Nick Bodger - Town Clerk's Department
Andrew Buckingham - Town Clerk's Department
Geoff Pick - Town Clerk's Department
Graham Nickless - Chamberlain's Department
Julie Smith - Chamberlain's Department
Carol Boswarthack - Community and Children's Services
Georgie Cowan-Turner - Open Spaces Department
Christopher Earlie - Open Spaces Department
Gerry Kiefer - Open Spaces Department
Rob Shakespeare - Open Spaces Department
Bob Warnock - Open Spaces Department

1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Deputy John Absalom, Tijs Broeke, Thomas 
Clementi, Tracey Graham, Deputy the Revd Stephen Haines, Vivienne 
Littlechild, Deputy Dr. Giles Shilson and Jeremy Simons.



2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
There were none.

3. MINUTES 
RESOLVED, that – the public minutes of the previous meeting held on 13 May 
2019 be agreed as a correct record.

Matters Arising:

The Chairman referred to the vacancy on the Keats House Consultative 
Committee and requested that Members contact the Committee Clerk should 
they have an interest in serving on this Committee.

4. DRAFT MINUTES OF THE BENEFICES SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 
RESOLVED, that – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Benefices Sub-
Committee held on 5 June 2019 be received and their contents noted.

5. BREXIT UPDATE 
Members received an oral update of the Culture and Visitor Development 
Director relative to the impact of Brexit on London’s tourism sector. The 
Director provided statistics on current tourism trends and projections for 
possible changes in the future.

RESOLVED, that – the update be received and its contents noted.

6. CITY ARTS INITIATIVE - RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE CULTURE, 
HERITAGE AND LIBRARIES COMMITTEE 
Members considered a report of the Assistant Town Clerk & Director of Major 
Projects relative to public art proposals that had been considered at the City 
Arts Initiative’s meeting on 30 May 2019.

RESOLVED, that – Members ratify the City Arts Initiative’s recommendations in 
relation to the proposals as follows:

1. Edward Waites – Bulls Head: decline the application, noting the proposal 
was unsuitable for the desired locations. 

2. Bureau of Silly Ideas – BFPB: approve the application, subject to final 
consent from the Highways and City Gardens Teams and 
implementation of the recommendations.

7. DRAWDOWN OF CHARITIES POOL UNITS - GUILDHALL LIBRARY 
CENTENARY FUND 
Members considered a joint report of the Chamberlain and Assistant Town 
Clerk & Director of Major Projects relative to the drawdown of charity pool units 
for the Guildhall Library Centenary Fund. The Committee was asked to approve 
the sale of some of the charity’s investment holdings in order to further the 
objectives of the Trust and support future purchases for larger cross-collection 
exhibitions for 2019/20.



RESOLVED, that – the Committee, as Trustees of the Guildhall Library 
Centenary Fund, agree to raise £5,000 for expected contributions in 
furtherance of the charity’s objectives, by selling approximately 573 Charities 
Pool Units on the next date on which units can be sold (1 October 2019).

8. REVENUE OUTTURN - 2018/19 
Members received a joint report of the Chamberlain, Assistant Town Clerk & 
Director of Major Projects, Director of Open Spaces and Director of Community 
& Children’s Services relative to the outturn for the services overseen by the 
Committee in 2018/19. It was reported that the total net expenditure amounted 
to £30.286 million, compared to the total agreed budget of £26.751 million, 
representing an increase in net expenditure of £3.535 million. This increase 
was largely due to timing differences in cash flows for a capital grant paid to the 
Museum of London for preparatory costs of relocation to the Smithfield Market 
site.

RESOLVED, that – the report be received and its contents noted.

9. KEATS HOUSE (CHARITY REGISTRATION NO. 1053381) REQUEST TO 
SPEND FROM CHARITABLE RESERVES FOR 2019 - 2021 
Members considered a report of the Director of Open Spaces relative to a 
request to spend from the charitable reserves for 2019-2021 to support projects 
at Keats House which will take place as part of the Keats200 bicentenary 
programme. The report was accompanied by a presentation from the Principal 
Curator regarding Keats200 programming which provided context to the 
request.

RESOLVED, that – Members approve the use of up to £150,000 of the Keats 
House charity’s free reserves to support the delivery of special projects 
required at Keats House and the delivery of the Keats200 programme in the 
financial years 2019/20 and 2020/21.

10. DEPARTMENTAL BUSINESS PLAN 2018/19 YEAR END - KEATS HOUSE 
PERFORMANCE 
Members received a report of the Director of Open Spaces relative to the 
2018/19 performance by Keats House in delivering the Open Spaces 
Departmental Business Plan. The report included information on Keats House 
programming, learning programmes and an increase in visitation. It was further 
reported that a licensing application is underway and representations from 
residents and local community groups will be considered at the upcoming 
hearing.

RESOLVED, that – the report be received and its contents noted.

11. BARBICAN LIBRARY COMMUNITY SPACE 
Members received a report of the Director of Community & Children’s Services 
relative to planning developments and estimated building costs for an enclosed 
space in the Barbican Library for library events and private hire by the local 
community.



RESOLVED, that – the report be received and its contents noted.

12. BARBICAN AND COMMUNITY LIBRARIES: END OF YEAR BUSINESS 
PLAN UPDATE 2018-19 
Members received a report of the Director of Community & Children’s Services 
relative to the progress made by the Barbican and Community Libraries during 
April 2018 to March 2019 against the refreshed 2017-22 Department of 
Community & Children’s Services Business Plan. It was reported that good 
progress had been made against all departmental objectives.

RESOLVED, that – the report be received and its contents noted.

13. REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN 
Members received a report of the Town Clerk & Chief Executive relative to a 
decision taken under urgency procedures since the Committee’s last meeting. 
The urgency related to the Committee approving that a request for funding be 
brought to the Policy & Resources Committee to fund the Recognition of 
Women Programme.

RESOLVED, that – the report be received and its contents noted.

14. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE 
There were no questions.

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
There was no other business.

16. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RESOLVED – That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act. 

Item No. Paragraph No.
17-20 3

17. NON-PUBLIC MINUTES 
RESOLVED, that – the non-public minutes of the previous meeting held on 13 
May 2019 be agreed as a correct record.

18. DRAFT NON-PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE BENEFICES SUB-COMMITTEE 
MEETING 
RESOLVED, that – the draft non-public minutes of the previous meeting of the 
Benefices Subcommittee held on 5 June 2019 be received and their contents 
noted.



19. TOWER BRIDGE AND MONUMENT FULL YEAR 2018/19 PERFORMANCE 
REPORT APRIL 2018 TO MARCH 2019 
Members received a report of the Director of Open Spaces relative to the 
Tower Bridge and Monument Full Year Performance Report from April 2018 to 
March 2019. 

RESOLVED, that – the report be received and its contents noted.

20. NON-PUBLIC APPENDIX TO REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN 
Members received the non-public appendix read in conjunction with the report 
of the Town Clerk & Chief Executive at Item 13.

21. NON-PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE 
There were no questions.

22. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
AND WHICH THE COMMITTEE AGREE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
WHILST THE PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED 
There was one item of other business.

The meeting ended at 3.20 pm

Chairman

Contact Officer: Chloe Rew
tel. no.: 020 7332 1427
chloe.rew@cityoflondon.gov.uk


